
PANNELISTS - PROFILES 

   

 

      
Robert Břešťan 

Robert Břešťan is a Czech journalist who graduated from the Josef Škvorecký Literary Academy. 
Before joining Ekonom (weekly Czech business-economics newspaper) as a columnist, he gained 
experience as the London correspondent and rapporteur of the Czech service of the BBC World 
Service, then as a political reporter and editor of Hospodářské noviny (daily business-economics 
newspaper) (2006) and also as chief editor of Radio Czech (public radio broadcaster of the Czech 
Republic) (2009). Since January 2015, he is editor in chief for HlídacíPes.org site , a web project 
launched by the Institute of Independent Journalism.  

 

 

 Eric Brun 

Qualified engineer of the Ecole Polytechnique and of the National School of Meteorological Studies, 
Eric Brun has worked for Météo-France at the Snow Research Centre (CEN), one of the eight research 
units of the CNRM-GAME (National Centre for Meteorological Research - Research group of 
atmospheric meteorology) until 1989. Between 1989 and 2009, he worked as Director of the Snow 
Research Centre (CEN), specialized in snow sciences and on the impact of climate change, as a Director 
of Research of Météo-France and as Director of the National Centre for Meteorological Research 
(CNRM). From 2009 to 2014, he focused on snow-climate interactions with the climate group CNRM-
GAME.  Since December 2014, Eric Brun is a project officer at the National Observatory for the Effects 
of Global Warming (ONERC) of the French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy. 

 

 

 Bérengère Quincy 

Bérengère Quincy is Goodwill Ambassador for the preparation of Paris Climate 2015 (COP 21). Her 
last assignment from 2010 to 2014 was Ambassador, Permanent Representative of France to the 
United Nations in Rome (FAO, WFP and IFAD), dealing with agriculture and food security. Between 
1978 and 2001, she occupied different positions in the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Office 
for international affairs in the Ministry for Environment, and the Secretariat General for National 
Security. Her first posting as an ambassador was Permanent Representative of France to the United 
Nations Office in Vienna in 1998 until 2001. She was appointed in 2002 Ambassador for 
Environment and coordinator for the French delegation to the World Summit on Sustainable  

 Development in Johannesburg, and she was the French Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark 
                             (2007-2010). She graduated in Economics from Sciences Po Paris and the National School of 
                             Administration (ENA). 
 

 

Pavel Zámyslický  

Pavel Zámyslický graduated in Economics and Management of Power Engineering (Ing.), and in 
Business Management and Economics (PhD.) at the Prague Czech Technical University’s (CVUT) 
Faculty of Electrical Engineering. Between 2004 and 2005 he worked as an economic expert for the 
Czech Environmental Information Agency (CENIA). From 2005 to 2007, he acted as a governmental 
expert for emission trading within the Climate Change Department of the Czech Ministry of 
Environment. In 2007, he became a Director of the Energy and Climate Protection Department at 
the same ministry. Since 2006 he has been actively involved in international climate negotiations 
under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/edu/alumni?name=Josef+%C5%A0kvoreck%C3%BD+Literary+Academy&trk=prof-edu-school-name


 
 
Henri Waisman 
 
Henri Waisman graduated in physical sciences from the École Normale Supérieure (ENS) of Lyon and 
he has a PhD in Economics of the environment from EHESS (School for Advanced Studies in the 
Social Sciences). In 2005, he joined the CIRED (International Environment and Development 
Research Centre) where he analyzed the socio-economic impacts of energy and climate issues. Since, 
2013 Henri Waisman is the coordinator of the Deep Decarbonization Pathways Project (DDPP) within 
the Climate Program at the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations 
(IDDRI). In close relationship with the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Henri 
Waisman works on the structure, follow-up and completion of the project in view of the Heads of State 
Climate Summit convened by UN Secretary General in September 2014 in New York and of the COP21 
in Paris in December 2015. The Deep Decarbonization Pathways Project, launched under the auspices 

of the UN-Secretariat General, includes 31 institutions and research centers from 12 countries/regions playing a key 
role in the issue of climate change. It is organized around a modeling exercise conducted by 12 teams (one in each 
country) preparing ambitious national decarbonization trajectories in order to assess potential barriers and levers in 
each related national policies as well as policy instruments to be mobilized in support of this transition. 

 

 
                          Ivo Hlaváč 

Ivo Hlaváč graduated from the Philosophical Faculty of Palacký University in Olomouc. He completed 
postgraduate scholarship programs at the National  School of Administration (ENA) in Paris and at 
the Geneva Center for Security Policy (GCSP). He worked in managerial positions in the civil service, 
specializing in the EU and international relations. He served as First Deputy Minister for EU Affairs at 
the Ministry for Regional Development, First Deputy Minister for the EU and International Relations 
at the Ministry of Agriculture and Deputy Minister for Technical Environmental Protection at the 
Ministry of the Environment. He worked as a manager for the energy industry at Deloitte in 2012. 
Since 2013, he serves as Director of Public Affairs at CEZ Group after having worked at CEZ as an 
expert on the European Agenda. He is also member of the Board of Directors since 2013. On the Board 
of Directors, he is in charge of external relations and regulatory affairs. Since 2014, he is the Chief 

External Relations and Regulation Officer.  
Headquartered in the Czech Republic, CEZ Group is an established, integrated energy group with 
operations in a number of Central and Southeastern European countries and Turkey. It is a conglomerate of more than 
90 companies. The Group's core business is the generation, distribution, trade in, and sales of electricity and heat, 
trade in and sales of natural gas, and coal extraction. 
 
 

 
 
Olivier Parry 
Since 2003, Olivier Parry has been working for the group PSA Peugeot Citroën. He was in charge of 
the commercialization of Citroën in Africa and Middle-East. In 2013, he became the General Director 
of Citroën in the Czech Republic, and since 2014 he is General Director in the Czech Republic for 
Peugeot, Citroën and DS. The PSA Group operates the automotive brands Peugeot, Citroën and DS, 
and is the second European automobile constructor. It has established itself as the European leader 
in terms of CO2 emissions, with an average of 110.3 grams of CO2 / km in 2014. In the Czech 
Republic, the Group PSA also operates the automotive brands Peugeot, Citroën and DS (since 2014). 

 

 

  

Jaromir Heřmanský 

Jaromir Heřmanský graduated in marketing communication from the University of Finance and 
Administration in Prague. He has been working for the Group PSA since 2011. He started as the B2B 
(Business to Business) manager for Peugeot in Prague, and he is currently the Director B2B and VO 
(Virtual Organization) in the Czech Republic.  



                               David Labardin 

David Labardin graduated from Ecole Centrale Paris. He participated in Construction and Public 
Works projects in Asia, Central Europe and the eastern shore of Mediterranean Sea. In 2004, he 
joined Bouygues S.A and worked between France and Cyprus. In 2012, he became the General 
Director of VCES Property Development, and since 2014, he is the Vice-President of VCES S.A 
(Bouygues). David Labardin is also member of the Czech Green Council Building, a non-profit 
organization that seeks to promote standards of construction both sustainable and beneficial for 
the Czech Republic. The Bouygues Company is very active on issues related to intelligent buildings, 
energy efficiency and sustainable cities; hence the construction of the first building certified  

  BREEAM Excellent in the Czech Republic. 

 
 
 

Petr Vogel 

Petr Vogel studied Architectural Engineering at the Czech Technical University in Prague, the 
Technical University in Graz (Austria) and the Kansas State University. His work focuses on energy-
efficiency, indoor comfort, sustainability and integrated planning of buildings. Since 2006, Petr Vogel 
works as a Partner and a Specialist consultant for EkoWATT (Centre for Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency) on various development projects, retrofits of mainly commercial and industrial 
complexes. He leads sustainability certification projects in LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) and BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment 
Methodology) but also participates on both R&D, educational and not for profit projects. Besides, Petr 
Vogel is initiator, cofounder and Member of the Board of Directors of the Czech Green Building 
Council. He also participates on significant Czech legislative changes in the area of his expertise. 

 

 

Philippe Guitard 

Engineer graduated from Polytech’ Montpellier, Philippe Guitard started his career in 1984 as a 
Projects Engineer-Head of Industrial water in SOGEA (CGE group, General Electricity Company). 
Successively an operation engineer in the Water and Ozone Company (CEO) in Bergerac, later a head 
of branches in the Water and Ozone supply company, Philippe Guitard joined the Compagnie 
Générale des Eaux (General Water Company CGE) in 1995 as a Regional Director in Ponce (Puerto 
Rico). In 1997, he became the Director of Vodarna Plzen in the Czech Republic, before becoming 
General Director of Veolia Water for the Czech Republic in 1999. In 2002, Philippe Guitard became 
the General Director of Veolia Water for Central Europe and Russia, and in 2008 for Europe (not 

including France). Since 2013, he is Director for Veolia Environment in Central and Eastern Europe. He is also a 
member of the Veolia Executive Committee. 

 The group Veolia Česká republika, present in the Czech Republic since the 90’s, is a leading actor on the water and 
energy Czech market. Since 2012, the Group goes through a process of restructuration, and it was joined in 2014 by the 
Group Dalkia Česká republika who changed its name to become Veolia Energy ČR. Veolia Česká republika offers 
technical solutions in three domains: water management, wastes and energy services. Veolia has adopted a new 
communication strategy and has set new priorities: develop access to resources, preserve them and renew them. 

 

 

Reda Rahma 
 
Reda Rahma graduated from the Institute of Chemical Technology of Prague and also from the 
Institute of Business Administration (IAE) of Lyon. He started his career in 2002 in the Group 
Veolia, at the thermal power station Ústí nad Labem. After the function of Commercial Director of 
the station, he joined the headquarters of Veolia Energy in the Czech Republic in 2006 as a Deputy 
Commercial Director. In 2011, he became Regional Director of Veolia Energy for the Bohemia 
Region. Since 2014, he is the Commercial and Marketing Director of Veolia for the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia.  



 
 
Luděk Jeništa 

Luděk Jeništa graduated from the Faculty of Education (University of J.E. Purkyne) in Usti nad 
Labem. He started his career as a primary school teacher, and from 1994 to 2002 he was the 
Director of this same school. The events linked to the necessity of re-organizing the education in 
Vlašim led Luděk Jeništa to enter the local politics. He became Mayor of Vlašim for the first time in 
2002, and was reelected in 2006, 2010 and 2014. He joined the Chamber of Deputies from 2010 to 
2012, and since 2012, he is a Senator affiliated with the political party STAN (Starostové a nezávislí, 
The Mayors and Independents). Vlašim is located in the Central Bohemian Region of the Czech 
Republic, and had approximately 12 000 inhabitants in 2014. 

 

 
Manuel Nivet 

Manuel Nivet graduated from the National Engineering School of Agronomy, where he became a 
hydraulic engineer specialized in environmental issues. He also joined the European Centre for 
Executive Development Program based in Fontainebleau (INSEAD/CEDEP). Between 1993 and 
2004, he occupied several positions within SUEZ Environnement as engineer, project manager 
and managing director in France (Lyonnaise des Eaux) and in United States (United Water). In 
2004, he became the Chief Executive Officer of Société Martiniquaise des Eaux, and in 2007, he 
worked for the International Water Project Department of SUEZ Environnement in Paris as a 

Project Director. Before working in Czech Republic, Manuel Nivet was the Chief Operation Officer for SUEZ 
Environnement in Hungaria between 2008 and 2011. Since 2011, he is the Chief Executive Officer, responsible for the 
management of SUEZ Environnement water subsidiaries in Central Europe and also the ENGIE(*) Country Delegate 
for Czech Republic, in charge of the representation of the Group in relations with public authorities, economic and 
local decision-makers. 

SUEZ Environnement is an international group providing services to the public and industrial sectors. It is actively 
concerned in the sustainable development by providing innovative solutions in the environment sector to businesses, 
local authorities and citizens. SUEZ Environnement operates largely in the water treatment and waste management 
sectors and has a 22 year long term presence in Czech Republic.  SUEZ Environnement employs more than 1800 
employees in Czech Republic through local operating companies. SUEZ  Environnement provides drinking water and 
waste water services to more than 1 Million inhabitants all over the Czech Republic. ENGIE is an international utility 
company, which operates in the fields of electricity generation and distribution, natural gas, renewable energy and 
energy services. 

(*) known as GDF Suez prior to April 2015 

 

Petr Konečný 

 Petr Konečný began his studies at the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences in Prague (ČVUT FJFI Praha), and 
graduated from Ecole Centrale Paris in Production Management. He also obtained a Master of 
Business Administration at Brno (MBA). From 1996 to 1998, Petr Konečný worked as a water expert 
for the Lyonnaise des Eaux in France. His career at OVAK a.s (Ostravské Vodárny a Kanalizace a.s, a 
Suez affiliated company) started in 1998, when he became an operations manager, with full 
responsibility for operations departments of the company. From 2004 to 2006, he worked for the 
water management society TVS in Trenčín as a general manager of the regional water and sewage 
utility. From 2007 to 2010, he was a strategic director for OVAK a.s. Since 2011, Petr Konečný is 
general director of OVAK a.s. Petr Konečný is also a Board Member of Brněnské Vodárny a 

Kanalizace a.s (Water and Sewer ) and of Sumperská Provozní Vodohospodářská Společnost a.s (operational water 
management company). He is also a member of the board of directors in the Czech water association SOVAK. 

OVAK a.s. is a monopoly provider of water and sewage services for the city of Ostrava. The mission of company OVAK 
is to ensure a continuous supply of quality drinking water and, at the same time, sewage collection and subsequent 
treatment. It also seeks to contribute, due to its activity, to the protection of the environment and social conditions of 
the city of Ostrava and also to operate and maintain the water management facilities consigned and to ensure that they 
are developed in accordance with the development requirements of the city of Ostrava. 

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_treatment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waste_management
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=Brn%C4%9Bnsk%C3%A9+vod%C3%A1rny+a+kanalizace+a%2Es%2E&trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=Brn%C4%9Bnsk%C3%A9+vod%C3%A1rny+a+kanalizace+a%2Es%2E&trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=%C5%A0umpersk%C3%A1+provozn%C3%AD+vodohospod%C3%A1%C5%99sk%C3%A1+spole%C4%8Dnost+a%2Es%2E&trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=%C5%A0umpersk%C3%A1+provozn%C3%AD+vodohospod%C3%A1%C5%99sk%C3%A1+spole%C4%8Dnost+a%2Es%2E&trk=prof-exp-company-name


Rostislav Rožnovský 

Rostislav Rožnovský graduated from the Ostrava Faculty of Economy.  After various management 
positions in business and retail, he entered ČEZ group where he also occupied different managing 
positions: in 2006, he became business manager and director of Sales for the Moravian Region at 
ČEZ Sales Ltd., Sales & Business. He then worked for ČEZ Bulharsko Energetics (Bulgaria) from 
2011 to 2014 as a Commercial Director and as Director of Project Office, and was at the same time 
member of the Supervisory Board of CEZ Vanzare, Sales & Business. From 2012 to 2013, he also 
acted as the Deputy Chairman of Thermal Power Plant of Varna (ČEZ asset in Bulgaria). 

Since 2015, he is Director of both the Moravian-Silesian Energy Centre and the Moravian-Silesian 
Regional Energy Agency. The main purpose of the first organization is to provide expert advice on 

energy services, energy management for the needs of the Moravian-Silesian Region and their funded organizations 
and the evaluation of Territorial energy policy of the Moravian-Silesian Region. The second organization, Moravian-
Silesian Regional Energy Agency, Public Service Company, is the advisory and consultancy agency in the field of 
energy. The mission of the Moravian-Silesian Regional Energy Agency is to contribute to the energy demand reduction 
in the region, to target own activities at reaching higher energy efficiency and to increase the public awareness (non-
professional as well as professional)  in the field of the effective energy use. 
 

 

 

Antonín Tym 

Antonín has been working as a geothermal project manager in Litoměřice since 2009. His primary 
responsibility is the overall management of the project and development of a strategy leading to 
successful completion of this innovative and pilot project in the Czech Republic. Antonin holds a 
Master degree in Public Policy, he also studied Environment Policy at Middlesex University in 
London and at Salford University in Manchester as a PhD candidate. Before joining the team in 
Litoměřice, Antonín worked for municipal association Healthy Cities of the Czech Republic that 
helps cities in realising international WHO Healthy City Project as a project manager responsible 
for European projects (sustainable energy and transport) and international affairs.  
 

 

 

Petr Kalaš 

Petr Kalaš studied Economics and Energy at the Technical University in Prague. Living since 1968 
in Switzerland, he worked 18 years as an international consultant managing several dozen 
programs and projects in the area of power, energy and industrial planning in 55 developing 
countries. Later as Swiss citizen, he joined the Swiss administration in charge of the developing 
assistance in two dozens of countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. With the World Bank since 
1994, Mr. Kalaš coordinated the international program “Environment for Europe”. Subsequently 
between 1997 and 2004, Mr. Kalaš managed as the Director the capacity building program in the 
climate change area in more than 25 countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa and Central and 
Eastern Europe, including among others China, India and Russia. Based since 2004 in Prague, Mr. 
Kalaš was appointed in September 2006 as the Minister of the Environment. During 2007-2013, he 
had been acting as the advisor to three prime ministers, several ministers/ministries including 

environment, agriculture and finance. In February 2014, Mr. Kalaš became Chief advisor to the Minister of the 
Environment focusing among others on the climate, domestic and international environment issues and agendas, 
energy and sustainable development. 
 


